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EDITOR’S NOTE

About a decade ago, the elite Indian consumer had only a handful of 

premium credit cards to choose from. But today, the premium credit 

card market has evolved, keeping pace with the rising expectations 

of affluent consumers.

The new-age cardholder does not seek only rewards; they want value 

that flows seamlessly across travel, shopping, dining, and lifestyle. 

Benefits like airport meet-and-greet, luxury hotel memberships, and 

curated experiences - once considered aspirational - are now 

accessible through the right credit card strategy.

Yet in a world where metal cards gleam, the definition of luxury is no 

longer one-size-fits-all. That’s why, in this edition of Swipe Smart, we 

chose not to define luxury for you. Instead, we asked our premium 

credit card community what it truly means to them.

The results revealed some clear preferences. While many prioritize high 

reward rates and rich redemptions, others value seamless travel, 

premium lifestyle benefits, and the quiet comfort of always being a 

step ahead.

We begin this edition with our poll findings—and then take you deeper 

into what these benefits really look like when your card works as hard 

as you do.

To find the best credit cards for you, visit Paisabazaar
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Luxury can mean different things to different people. So instead of defining 

luxury in broad terms, we turned to our community and asked: What makes a 

credit card feel truly luxurious to you?

POLL: WHAT LUXURY LOOKS LIKE TO OUR CARD COMMUNITY

And the results revealed some clear preferences.

60%

23%
17%

- Rohit Chhibbar, Head of Credit Cards, Paisabazaar

Over recent years, conversations with consumers have highlighted a growing 

affinity and heightened awareness towards extracting greater value from credit 

cards. For affluent consumers, this pursuit of value now transcends traditional 

rewards, placing more emphasis on luxury experiences, understated privileges, 

and a sense of exclusivity. This rising demand for premium privileges has driven 

a surge in the launch of such cards, each vying to offer deeper value and a 

more refined sense of luxury. As the market matures, card choices among the 

elite are increasingly driven by personal resonance—what they truly 

value—rather than eligibility or price, reflecting a shift towards a more 

experience-driven, value-centric approach to premium credit offerings.

60% said high-value rewards and milestone benefits define luxury

23% voted for additional travel perks like lounge access, hotel memberships, 
or meet & greet

17% selected exclusive lifestyle privileges like golf, dining, premium concierge, 

and additional perks
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OF THE RESPONDENTS SAY THAT LUXURY 
MEANS HIGHER REWARD RATES, RICH 

REDEMPTIONS ACROSS FLIGHTS & LUXURY 
HOTELS, AND MEANINGFUL MILESTONE BONUS.

 60 %



Most premium credit cards feature a high reward earning rate ranging from 3% 
to 6% or even higher. However, what makes these reward programs truly ‘rich’ 

is a high redemption value across flights and luxury hotels.  

To get the best value, you should keep these 3 things in mind when choosing a 

premium card:

RICH REWARDS: EARNING BIG, REDEEMING BIGGER

Check if your preferred airline or hotel is in the bank’s partner list

Ensure the redemption process is smooth and not restricted to one platform

Consider the earning rate as well as the redemption ratio as final
value-back depends on both

1.

2.

3.

Note: This list is not exhaustive. Travel partners are subject to change at the bank's discretion.

HDFC
Infinia

Air India

Singapore Airlines

Etihad Airways

Turkish Airlines

Air France

Qatar Airways

SpiceJet

Air Asia

Air Canada

British Airways

Axis
Magnus

Axis
Burgundy

Private
HSBC

Premier
Kotak

Solitaire
Amex

Platinum
SBI

Aurum

Premium Credit Cards and their Airline Partners
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Beyond airline tie-ups, a few cards also partner with luxury hotel chains, letting 

you redeem points or enjoy elite status perks on your next stay.

• Axis Magnus for Burgundy – 5:4

• Axis Burgundy Private – 5:4

• Axis Magnus & Axis Reserve – 5:2

• HDFC Infinia – 2:1

• SBI Aurum – 5:1

• Axis Magnus for Burgundy – 5:4

• Axis Burgundy Private – 5:4

• Axis Magnus & Axis Reserve – 5:2

• HDFC Infinia – 2:1

• HSBC Premier – 1:1

• Axis Magnus for Burgundy – 5:4

• Axis Burgundy Private – 5:4

• Axis Magnus & Axis Reserve – 5:2

• HDFC Infinia – 1:1

• HSBC Premier – 1:1

• Axis Magnus for Burgundy – 5:4

• Axis Burgundy Private – 5:4

• Axis Magnus & Axis Reserve – 5:2

• American Express Platinum – 1:1

• HSBC Premier – 1:1

Marriott Hotels

Accor Hotels IHG Hotels & Resorts

ITC Hotels

Hotel Transfer Partners: Your Gateway to Luxury Stays
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In addition to flights and hotels, premium credit cards also have luxury brands in 

their partner list, catering to high-end fashion, electronics, lifestyle and more. 

Whether it’s buying an Apple product, Bose Speakers or a Louis Vuitton wallet using 

your points, this kind of redemption brings tangible luxury into your everyday life.

Here are some examples to help you catch a glimpse of what all you can get:

None of my other cards offer any value-back on jewellery purchases—except 

HDFC Infinia. I use it as my primary card and also earn through SmartBuy 

vouchers, so points accumulate fast. For high-ticket redemptions like Tanishq, I 

redeem at a 1:1 ratio and easily pay for up to 70% of Tanishq vouchers using 

reward points. That’s a huge value-back.

- Aditi Ghosh, Infinia User since 2021

Redemption against Premium Brands
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MILESTONE BENEFITS: VALUE HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT

Beyond regular rewards, many premium credit cards offer extra perks on reaching spend 

milestones like bonus points or miles, free flight or hotel vouchers, tier upgrades, etc.

Here are some top cards with standout milestone benefits:

Credit Cards Annual Fee (R) Spending Milestone Milestone Benefit

ICICI Emeralde 
Private Metal 
Credit Card

R4 Lakh in a card 

anniversary year

EaseMyTrip Voucher 

worth R3,00012,499

HDFC Diners Club 
Black Metal Edition 
Credit Card

IDFC FIRST Private
R15 Lakh in the 

first 6 months of 

issuance/renewal

R1.5 lakh within 
1st 90 days

R4 lakh in a 
quarter

R8 lakh in a year

Swiggy One, Amazon 
Prime & Club Marriott 
memberships
10,000 bonus reward 
points

Annual fee waiver

Taj Experience 

Signature Dining 

Voucher

R40 Lakh in a card 
anniversary year

Club ITC Culinaire Hotel 

Membership Renewal

50,000

YES Private 
Credit Card

R10 Lakh in the 
first 90 days of 
issuance

50,000 Bonus Reward 

Points
50,000

10,000

Times Black ICICI 
Bank Credit Card

R2 lakh in a year

International 
experiences & 
activities of R10,000 by 
Klook

R5 lakh in a year

Luxury airport transfers 
via BLADE India, Avis 
& Indian Travel House

R10 lakh in a year
Tata CLiQ luxury gift 
card of R10,000

R20 lakh in a year

1 night luxury stay of 
R20,000 by Ayatana 
Resorts

R25 lakh in a year Annual fee waiver

20,000

R8 Lakh in a card 

anniversary year

Additional EaseMyTrip 

Voucher worth R3,000

TnC Apply09



MAKING THE MOST OF CORE BENEFITS ON PREMIUM
CREDIT CARDS

Maximising value from a premium credit card isn’t just about spending more—it’s 

about spending smart. Whether your focus is travel, shopping, or all-round rewards, 

here’s how to unlock the full potential of your card’s core benefits:

- Sachin Vasudeva, Chief of Operations, Paisabazaar

I put most of my monthly expenses on credit cards and always look for 

ways to maximize rewards. Since we regularly order from Amazon, 

Zomato, etc., I buy their vouchers through SmartBuy on my Infinia to get 

10X points. It’s a small extra step but makes a big difference. I only 

redeem for travel—flights and hotels—because that’s where the real 

value is. Just last year, I saved around ₹5 lakh on flight bookings alone. 

That’s the power of premium cards.

Strategize Spending
around Bonus Categories

Identify where your card 

earns the most and plan 

your key spends 

accordingly across travel, 

shopping, dining and more.

Match Redemptions to 
Lifestyle Needs

Redeem your points 

against categories that 

bring real tangible value for 

you – whether it is flights, 

hotels or premium brands.

Optimize Point Transfer 
across Partners

Redemption values may 

not be the same across all 

transfer partners. Track 

conversion rates to get the 

most out of your points.
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OF RESPONDENTS SAY THAT PREMIUM TRAVEL 
PERKS LIKE HOTEL MEMBERSHIPS, AIRPORT MEET 

& GREET AND TRAVEL CONCIERGE DEFINE A 
TRULY ‘LUXURIOUS’ CREDIT CARD EXPERIENCE.

23%



In addition to enabling reward point transfers to hotel loyalty programs, several 

premium credit cards now offer complimentary hotel memberships. These 

memberships come with tangible benefits—free night stays, elite-tier upgrades, 

room upgrades, dining discounts, and more—making them especially valuable 

for frequent travellers. 

Let’s explore the cards that truly stand out for their unmatched premium access.

CREDIT CARDS WITH EXCLUSIVE HOTEL MEMBERSHIPS

HSBC Taj Credit Card
• NeuPass Taj InnerCircle Platinum Tier Membership

• Priority/early check-ins, late check-outs, access to 24/7 
Platinum customer support

• Exclusive access to The Chambers Lounge, available 
up to 12 times a year

• 2 nights breakfast-inclusive stays at hotels across India

• 1 night stay at Taj Palaces on card activation

• 25% savings at Taj Hotels and participating IHCL hotels

• Access to Spa, Sauna, Steam Room and Swimming 
Pool at participating properties

American Express
Platinum Charge Card • Taj Reimagined Epicure Plus Membership

• Marriott Bonvoy™ Gold Elite Status

• Hilton Honors Gold Status

• The Postcard Sunshine Club, Platinum Tier

• Accor Plus Membership- Traveler Membership

• Radisson Rewards Premium Status

• Hertz Gold Plus Rewards

• I Prefer - Titanium membership

Annual Fee: R66,000

Annual Fee: R1,10,000
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OTHER PREMIUM CARDS WITH HOTEL BENEFITS

• Membership to Club ITC Culinaire, Accorplus & 

Club Marriott (Asia Pacific)

• Discount on Oberoi, Trident & Postcard Hotels

Axis Reserve Credit Card

• Club ITC Culinaire Hotel membership

• Complimentary 3rd night stay at select ITC Hotels

• Taj Experience Signature Dining Voucher

• Discount on Postcard Hotels

IDFC FIRST Private
Credit Card

ICICI Emeralde Private
Credit Card

• Complimentary Taj Epicure Plus Membership with 
One-night stay voucher at Participating Hotels , 2 

room upgrade vouchers and discount on F&B, 

Spa and more

Annual Fee: R50,000

HDFC Infinia Credit Card

• Club Marriott Membership (for 1st year)

• Book stay for 3-nights and pay for two at

   participating ITC hotels and 1+1 complimentary buffet

Annual Fee: R12,500

Annual Fee: R50,000

Annual Fee: R12,499
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HAS AIRPORT LOUNGE ACCESS LOST ITS LUXE APPEAL?

Step back two decades, lounge access was the hallmark of premium travel. It 

was about stepping away from the chaos of terminals into a quiet space with 

refreshments, Wi-Fi, and plush seating. A place where travel felt indulgent. 

However, lounge visits came at a cost, which kept them relatively exclusive, as 

only few travellers opted for it.

Then credit cards changed the game. Issuers began bundling complimentary 

lounge visits with even entry-level and mid-range cards, offering 1–2 free visits 

per quarter.

At first, it felt like a win for travellers. However, as lounge access continued to 

become a widespread perk, what followed was: Long queues, packed lounges, 

and waitlisted entries, especially during peak hours. For premium cardholders 

paying high fees, this dilution felt like a downgrade. And for banks, the increased 

usage meant rising costs.

In response, banks have started adding spend-based criteria to qualify for 

complimentary lounge visits. The intent: bringing back a sense of exclusivity and 

preserving the experience for those who value it most.

Luxury is about access, not availability. If everyone has it, it’s no longer 

special. Rationalization is a good move, especially for premium 

cardholders who pay high fee for such additional travel perks.

- Sachin Vashishtha, Chief Marketing Officer, Paisabazaar
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BEYOND THE LOUNGE: MEET & GREET IS THE REAL VIP EXPERIENCE

With complimentary lounge access becoming more and more common, the true 

airport luxury lies a level above – Airport Meet & Greet – a service that makes your 

airport experience seamless and stress-free.

Airport meet and greet is designed to offer premium end-to-end airport assistance 

wherein you get dedicated staff escort, priority check-in, fast-track security 

clearance, baggage handling and complimentary buggy service at select 

airports. Some of these packages may also offer access to premium lounges,

But, airport meet and greet service usually comes with super-premium cards and 

could be reserved for primary cardholders only. If your card offers this service, you 

must book at least 48-72 hours in advance, share full flight details, passenger 

names, etc. and confirm availability and usage limits before your journey. 

I used the airport meet and greet service on my Axis Magnus Credit Card 

when travelling to Bangalore with my parents. It was a smooth, 

well-managed experience and the best part? It felt truly luxurious and I didn’t 

pay a single rupee for it. Sadly, this service is no longer available on Magnus.

- Priyank Pant, Head of Brand Marketing, Paisabazaar

Airport meet and greet service can be a game-changer for:

Families travelling

with children or elderly

members

Travellers navigating

massive airports or tight

connections

Those arriving

internationally who want to

bypass queues and chaos
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FROM TICKETS TO TAKEOFF: LET TRAVEL CONCIERGE TAKE OVER

When I took a 3-week road trip across New Zealand, the travel concierge 

service on my American Express Platinum Charge Card proved to be a 

game-changer. I was traveling with family and crossing several remote 

towns, and I didn’t want the stress of finding the right hotels every night. 

Amex’s concierge not only understood my preferences and budget but also 

ensured we stayed at great places throughout the journey. It gave me 

peace of mind and made the entire experience smoother.

- Deepak Singh, Amex Platinum Charge Card user since 2021
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Concierge service is one of the most underrated yet powerful benefits of premium 

credit cards, especially when it comes to travel. Whether you're planning a 

spontaneous weekend escape or a meticulously curated international vacation, 

your card’s concierge team can make it all happen with just a call.

Your travel concierge can assist you with:

 Planning a detailed travel itinerary tailored to your preferences

 Booking flights, hotels, and even last-mile connectivity (cabs, trains, buses, etc.)

 Making restaurant reservations at your travel destination

 Sourcing tickets to concerts, events, or local experiences

 Arranging airport transfers and meet-and-greet service

 Organizing visa and documentation assistance

 Helping recover lost or stolen documents during your trip

 Providing emergency assistance in unfamiliar cities



OF RESPONDENTS SAY THAT LIFESTYLE BENEFITS 
LIKE GOLF ACCESS, DINING PRIVILEGES AND 

PREMIUM CUSTOMER SUPPORT MAKE A CREDIT 
CARD FEEL TRULY LUXURIOUS.

17%



Many premium credit cards offer complimentary golf games and lessons at 

top-tier golf courses across India and abroad. Whether you are just learning the 

sport or already an avid golfer, this benefit can help you enjoy the game without 

burning a hole in your pocket.

Green fees at premium golf courses can be steep – ranging anywhere from 

₹8,000 to ₹10,000 per game at the most premium golf courses. Having a card 

that offers complimentary access can lead to significant savings over time.

Whether you play casually or regularly, golf benefits are a valuable addition to 

your premium credit card experience, combining lifestyle perks with real 

monetary value.

� Ideal for those looking to explore or deepen their interest in golf

� Access to prestigious courses that would otherwise be expensive

� Includes complimentary lessons in some cases, perfect for beginners

TEE OFF IN STYLE: GOLF BENEFITS ON PREMIUM CREDIT CARDS

Why this benefit stands out:

Always check the booking rules and blackout dates in advance

Track your usage if your card offers a limited number of free games

If you hold multiple cards with golf privileges, compare their terms to 
choose the best option for your next game

Things to keep in mind:
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Though most premium credit cards offer complimentary golf games and lessons, 

there is one card that stands out and is arguably the best one for golfers.

• Unlimited Golf Games and Lessons at 30+ Premier Golf 

Courses in India and 50+ International Golf Courses

• Access to the most premium golf courses across Delhi, 

Mumbai, Bengaluru and more

• Access to premier golf courses in Dubai, Australia, Spain, 

Singapore, UK and more

• Smooth & hassle-free booking via Golf Concierge

BEST PREMIUM CREDIT CARDS WITH GOLF BENEFITS

I believe the Amex Platinum is the best card for golf, offering access to 

some of India’s most premium courses like DLF Golf & Country Club 

(Gurgaon), Jaypee Greens (Greater Noida), and Prestige Golfshire 

(Bengaluru). While other cards may also cover these, Platinum makes 

access smoother and more convenient.

- Ashish Kumar, Amex Platinum Cardholder since 2021

American Express Platinum Charge Card

Golf Benefits on Other Premium Cards

Credit Card Golf Benefit

Unlimited complimentary golf games & lesson in India
and 1 free golf round per quarter internationally

Unlimited complimentary golf games and
lessons worldwide

HDFC Infinia

Axis Reserve

ICICI Emeralde
Private 

IDFC FIRST Private

Unlimited complimentary golf lessons & games

50 complimentary golf rounds every year
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TASTE LUXURY: DINING BENEFITS ON PREMIUM CREDIT CARDS

Most credit cards offer basic dining discounts at partner restaurants but 
premium credit cards elevate this experience with access to exclusive venues, 
richer discounts, and curated privileges.

Here’s how dining benefits on premium cards stand apart:

Higher Discount, Higher Savings

While mid-range cards typically offer 10-15% discount on dining bills, premium 
cards usually offer 40-50% off, which translates to substantial saving. The 
capping on on the maximum discount you can claim per meal or per month is 
also higher on premium cards.

Membership to Dining Platforms

Complimentary access to the elite-tiers of programs like EazyDiner Prime and 
Swiggy Dineout unlock further deals and reservation privileges.

F&B Discounts at Luxury Hotels

Super-premium cards also have tie-ups with 5-star hotels like ITC, Taj, Marriott, 
and more to offer discount on their restaurants. Some cards also cover the 
alcohol cost.

Global Culinary Experiences

Some super-premium cards offer access to Michelin-star restaurants abroad, 
complete with chef’s tasting menus and priority reservations—something 
money alone can’t always buy.

20



PREMIUM CUSTOMER SUPPORT THAT GOES THE EXTRA MILE

When you are a premium customer, the experience goes beyond rewards, 
milestone bonuses and travel perks. It is also about how your concerns are 
heard, how quickly they are resolved, and how far the bank is willing to go to 
make things right.

While customer support may not be the primary reason to choose a premium 
credit card, it is often the hidden differentiator. The way you are treated can 
speak volumes and truly premium cards are backed by banks that 
consistently go the extra mile.

Premium cardholders often have access to priority phone lines or dedicated 
relationship managers. Your query does not enter a queue and hence it is 
quickly resolved.

The support staff handling premium clients tend to be more experienced and 
better trained. Whether it is a travel hiccup, a lost card abroad, or a rewards 
issue, you are more likely to speak to someone who understands the nuances.

From waiving fees with minimal back and forth to calling airlines or hotels on your 
behalf, premium support often means truly personalized assistance, often going 
beyond standard protocols for mid-range cards.

Faster Resolutions

Better-Trained, More Professional Staff

They Go the Extra Mile

I hold three premium credit cards from different issuers, but I’d say 
American Express’ customer support stands out - it's incredibly refined. I 
once had an issue with some unexpected charges on my card, and I was 
genuinely upset. The support executive listened patiently without 
interrupting or showing any frustration, even though I was quite angry. 
She calmly assured me that I’d get the best possible resolution, and I did. 
Honestly, I’ve never experienced that level of professionalism with any 
other product, let alone a credit card.

How is Premium Support Different?

- Priyank Pant, Head of Brand Marketing, Paisabazaar
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THE QUIET FLEX: HIDDEN BENEFITS OF LUXURY CREDIT CARDS

Beyond high reward rates, airport lounge access, concierge support, and airport 

meet & greet services, super-premium credit cards also come with a host of 

lesser-known but highly valuable benefits. These perks are designed for consumers 

seeking truly exclusive experiences and elite-level convenience.

Spa and Wellness Benefits

Many luxury credit cards offer complimentary spa sessions at top wellness centres 

and 5-star hotel spas. Some also provide access to global medical networks for a 

second opinion from leading doctors across the world, especially helpful for high 

net-worth individuals.

Premium Concierge

Premium card concierge goes far beyond travel assistance. You can use it for 

dinner reservations, event planning, or even exclusive access to sold-out 

experiences. It is like having a lifestyle assistant just a call away.

Access to ‘Invite-only’ Events

Super-premium cards often unlock invitations to private events like movie 

premieres, luxury brand previews, supercar test drives, curated chef’s tables, and 

art shows.

Global Emergency Assistance

From passport loss support to emergency medical evacuation or legal help 

abroad, top-tier cards offer high-end global assistance when you need it 

most—especially valuable for frequent international travellers.

Travel Insurance with High Coverage

Super-premium cards often come bundled with high-value travel insurance, 

including multi-crore medical coverage, trip cancellation, lost baggage, and 

even flight delay compensation with access to lounges during the wait.
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With Infinia, I end up saving a substantial amount every month. The 

SmartBuy platform is a great way to accelerate earnings—especially with 

premium cards like Infinia or Diners Club Black. On my recent trip to Krabi, I 

covered the entire flight cost using reward points. Since I prefer ITC Hotels, 

the 3rd-night-free benefit added even more value. If you’re spending 

upwards of ₹1–1.5 lakh a month, Infinia or DC Black is definitely worth 

considering—provided you're eligible.

-  Sachin Vashishtha, Chief Marketing Officer, Paisabazaar

BEST PREMIUM CREDIT CARDS IN INDIA

HDFC Infinia: The Gold Standard of Premium Cards

Annual Fee: R30,000 (waived on spending R30 Lakh in a year)

Annual Fee: R12,500 (waived on annual spends of R10 Lakh)

• Up to 35 RP per R200 spent

• Up to 60 RP per R200 spent on Travel EDGE Portal

• 5:4 redemption against 20+ Airlines and Hotels

• 4 airport meet & greet services per year

• Unlimited international & domestic lounge visits

• 3.33% back as rewards (up to 33% via SmartBuy)

• 1:1 ratio for flight & hotel bookings & Apple/Tanishq vouchers

• 1:1 Air Mile conversion across 15+ partners

• Benefits with Marriott & ITC Hotels

• Unlimited lounge access for primary and add-on cardholders

Axis Magnus for Burgundy: Still a Stunner for Burgundy Clients
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For a frequent traveller like me, luxury is when my everyday spending 

turns into first-class flights or premium hotel stays. The rich redemptions 

and milestone rewards on my Burgundy Private Card make every swipe 

count towards something truly special.

- Akash Gupta, Burgundy Private Cardholder since 2023

• 15 EDGE Reward Points per R200 spent

• Miles conversion in 5:4 ratio across 15+ leading airlines and hotels

• Unlimited domestic and international lounge access

• Benefits at Postcard hotels, Oberoi & Trident Hotels

• 8 airport concierge services per year

• Club Marriott, Accor Plus and Taj Epicure membership

• 50 complimentary rounds of golf every year

• 10 reward points per Rs. 150 spent

• 1:1 redemption on Travel bookings made via bank’s app

• Unlimited domestic & international airport lounge access

• 1 complimentary airport meet & greet service every year

• Club ITC Culinaire membership with 3rd night stay benefit

• Benefits with Taj Hotels & Postcard Hotels

Annual Fee: R50,000 (Nil for Burgundy Clients)

Annual Fee: R50,000

Axis Burgundy Private Credit Card: Powerful rewards, Quiet Luxury

IDFC FIRST Private Credit Card: Elevated Experience for a Steep Price
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OTHER STANDOUT CARDS IN THE PREMIUM LEAGUE

Here are some more cards that may not grab headlines, but they certainly carry 

substantial value.

HDFC Diners Club Black Credit Card

Times Black ICICI Credit Card

YES Private Credit Card

ICICI Emeralde Private Credit Card

Annual Fee: R10,000

• 3.33% back as reward points & 10X rewards via SmartBuy

• 1:1 redemption across 15+ airline partners

• Unlimited domestic and international lounge access

Annual Fee: R20,000

Annual Fee: R50,000

Annual Fee: R12,499

• 2% rewards on domestic & 2.5% on international spends

• Milestone benefits worth R50,000 in a year

• Access to globally recognized platforms like GQ,
   Architectural Digest, Curiosity Stream, etc.

• 20 RPs per R200 domestically & 40 RPs internationally

• Airport by invitation, VIP Meet & Greet, and more

• Unlimited domestic and international lounge visits

• 3% value-back as reward points

• 18% back on flights and 36% on hotel bookings via iShop

• Unlimited domestic and international lounge access for
   primary and Plus members
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ULTRA-LUXURY INVITE-ONLY CARDS

• 1 EDGE Mile per ₹100 spent; 1:5 redemption

• ITC Hotel voucher ₹40,000 or 25,000 EDGE Miles on joining

• Companion airfare on First/Business Class

• Complimentary night on 2+ night luxury hotel stays 

• Meet & Assist + luxury airport transfers (India & global)

• Club Epicure, Bloomberg, and more

• Unlimited domestic/international lounge access 

• Complimentary access to leading golf courses globally

• Access to 150+ private clubs, members-only 

   lounges & premium workspaces worldwide

• Companion First/Business Class ticket with top airlines

• Michelin-starred dining experiences

• Green fee waiver at select golf courses globally

• Complimentary hotel stays & loyalty program upgrades

• Airport lMeet & Greet and imousine transfers

• Fast-track membership upgrades at luxury stores in 

London & Paris

While premium cards cater to a wider base of high-income individuals, a few 

invitation-only offerings are reserved for ultra-HNIs—delivering privileges rarely 

seen in the credit card world. Here are two standout examples:

Axis Primus Credit Card

HSBC Privé Credit Card

Joining Fee: ₹5,00,000 | Annual Fee: ₹3,00,000

Note: Banks do not disclose eligibility criteria, fees, or detailed features for these ultra-luxury cards. The 

information provided above is based on the bank’s press release and Terms & Conditions documents.
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TIPS FROM LONG-TIME PREMIUM CARD USERS

Thinking of getting a premium credit card or upgrading from a mid-range one? 

Here’s what long-time users of cards like HDFC Infinia and Amex Platinum have 

to say – each with over 5 years of experience using top-tier cards in India.

The fee shouldn’t be the dealbreaker. You need to look at the total value 

the card offers and how much of it you can actually use. With cards like 

Infinia or Magnus (Burgundy), if you leverage the benefits well, the value 

you get not only compensates for the fee but exceeds it by a wide margin.

- Sachin Vasudeva, Chief of Operations, Paisabazaar

Don’t let the annual fee scare you.

Don’t get swayed by lounge access or hotel tie-ups alone. Start by 

evaluating the core rewards program and milestone benefits as these drive 

the most value. Spend smartly in accelerated categories, and route 

maximum spends through the card. But if your usage is limited, a 

well-chosen mid-range card could serve you just as well.

- Rahul Sharma, Head of Business Development, Paisabazaar

Focus on the core rewards.

With super-premium cards, you get more than perks; you get access 

and status. For instance, if you play golf regularly, free games and 

lessons alone can save you ₹20,000+ every month. Similarly, 

complimentary hotel memberships can make your luxury stays even 

better. It’s hard to put a price on these benefits. Match the card’s 

features to your lifestyle, and it’s totally worth it.

- Rajeev Mishra, Amex Platinum Charge Card User since 2021

Exclusivity can outweigh monetary value.
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